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AUSTRIAN FOREIGN MINISTER GRUBER IN NEW YORK. 
On November 25, 1952, Austrian Foreign Minister Gruber ar- 
rived in New York for dis- 
cussions preliminary to 
the consideration of the 
Austrian Treaty question 
by the General Assembly 
of the United Nations.The 
question was placed on 
the agenda at the request 
of the United States of 
Brazil. Dr. Gruber also 
plans to discuss with U. 
S. authorities various po- 
litical and economic mat- 
ters concerning Austria. 
A few days later, Secreta- 
ry General for External 
Affairs Alois Vollgruber 
arrived with a small staff 
to join Dr. Gruber. 

After his arrival, Dr. 
Gruber met with U.S.Sec- 
retary of State Dean Ache- 
son, Secretary of State de- 
signate John Foster Dul- 
les, and Mr. Cohen, Chief 
U.S. Delegate to the Unit- 
ed Nations. The Austrian 
Foreign Minister also had 
conversations with Brazilian Foreign Minister Neves de Fon- 
tura; Ambassador Muniz, the head of the Brazilian delegation; 
Ambassador Hoppenot, the head of the French delegation; Mi- 
nister of State Selwyn Lloyd, the head of the British delega- 
tion and Mrs. Pandit, the head of the Indian delegation. Dr. 
Gruber then went to Washington, where he had a conference 
with President Truman and Mutual Security Administrator 


Averell Harriman. (Cont'd on page 3) 
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The Austrian Foreign Minister Dr. Karl Gruber, who recently arrived in 
the United States to be present when the Austrian question will be 
under discussion at the United Nations shakes hands with John Foster 
Dulles who will be U.S. Secretary of State in the new administration. 
The meeting took place at the Hotel Commodore headquarters of Presi- 
dent-elect Eisenhower on November 26, 1952. 


MINISTER HELMER SAYS SOVIETS AND COMMUNISTS 
CONSPIRE TO BREAK PEOPLE'S RESISTANCE. In the 


; course of an important 
2 speech in the ‘‘Nation- 
ci alrat’’ on November 20, 

is 1952, Austria’s Minis- 
ter of the Interior, Oskar 
Helmer, charged that 
he ‘‘could prove on the 
basis of specific exam- 
ples that in the last 
few years the Commu- 
nist Party of Austria 
and the Soviet Occupy- 
ing Power have been 
working ever more 
closely together and 
taking concerted politi- 
cal action to break the 

Austrian people’s po- 
litical resistance. 

Speaking of the 


forthcoming national 
election, which is to be 
held next February, 


Minister Helmer said: 
‘*The District Gendarm- 
erie Commander in 
Wiener Neustadt re- 
ported on November 17, 
1952, that he had been ordered to appear that day at Soviet 
Headquarters in Wiener Neustadt, where he was given the 
following orders by the Russian Lieutenant-Colonel] in 
charge: ‘1. ‘‘The Verband der Unabhaengigen’’ (League of 
Independents — an Austrian political party - Ed.) is to be 
banned in the Eastern Zone of Austria. All gendarmerie 
stations are to be instructed at once to prevent any activities 
on the part of this party. All violations must be reported 
immediately to Soviet Military Headquarters. 2. All gend- 
armerie stations shall be instructed forthwith to desist from 
any Official attendance at political meetings of any kind. 
The private participation of gendarmerie officials in mee- 
ings of the party to which they belong shall be permitted.’ 
The Russian Commander further ordered that Soviet Military 
Headquarters were to be notified of all meetings three days 
before the date on which they are scheduled to be held.’’ 


International News Photo 
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**These same orders,’’ Dr. Helmer continued, ‘‘ were also 


issued to the Director of Public Safety of Lower Austria on 
November 17. The latter was summoned by Colonel Schel- 
kovnikov, the Soviet representative, and instructed to issue 
orders to his subordinates countermanding the instructions 
previously issued by the Austrian authorities with regard to 
advance notification and reports of meetings. He was also 
requested to submit a copy of the countermanding orders to 
him within two days. 

**On the basis of these reports,’’ Dr. Helmer continued, 
‘*I saw no other alternative but to submit at once a written 
protest to Soviet High Commissioner Sviridov, demanding that 
the instructions in question be revoked, inasmuch as they 
represent a glaring violation of the basic rights guaranteed 
by the constitution and are evidence of an interference with 
the internal administration of the Republic which is in no 
way justified by the Control Agreement.’’ 


Protest further Encroachments and Intimidation 


‘‘I therefore saw myself compelled,’’ the Minister said, 
*‘to instruct the Austrian authorities to ignore the (Russian) 
orders. The Ministry of the Interior and the public safety 
authorities are fully aware of their responsibility to suppress 
all neo-Nazi activity. They will therefore take steps against 
any such attempts, regardless of the individuals who may 
make them or the associations or parties where they may 
originate. Such possibilities in no way entitle an occupation 
authority, or even an Occupying Power, to take measures 
which hit at the very nerve of the democratic constitution of 
our Republic.”’ 

Dr. Helmer further stated: ‘‘I feel that it is my duty to 
inform the Parliament of the fact that the incidents just ex- 
posed reflect but a partial picture of the increasing difficul- 
ties with which the internal administration is faced, as a 
result of the actions of the occupation authorities. These 
are but a few cases from the very many reports which reach 
me daily and which daily confront me with the problem of 
warding off interference, encraochments, material damage, 
vexations, political intimidation and attempts to lead the 
people astray. Mayors and people in business or professional 
life are called together on the orders of occupation officers 
and pressured into subscribing to the so-called ‘‘Oesterreich- 
ische Zeitung’’ (mouthpiece of the Russian Occupying Power 
-Ed.), or they are requested to affix display cases from the 
Soviet Information Office to the walls of their buildings. 
Those who are not compliant are immediately branded as 
Fascists and enemies of the Occupying Power. Gendarmerie 
and other public officials must account to Soviet commanders 
for their private life, their political and other convictions 
and for their party allegiance. Lessees of real estate and 
other properties which are under USIA (i.e. Soviet) adminis- 
tration were repeatedly called in and subjected to threats, 
until they finally — ‘voluntarily’, of course — turned over to 
the Communists the properties they had again restored at 
great sacrifice of money and effort and on which they held 
long leases. The public safety authorities were forbidden to 


do their duty and prevent such dispossessions of property 
under duress.’’ 


Russian Occupying Power Sets Premium on Individuals’ Heads 


In closing, Minister Helmer remarked: ‘‘We have shown 
the whole world that we believe in the right of political asy- 
lum. We have also made it clear to the entire world that the 
Austrian safety organs are forced to violate this basic human 
right on the inexorably harsh orders of the Occupying Power, 
if they do not wish to lose their own freedom. i 

‘*But what fills us with shame and horror is the fact that 
in Lower Austria and the Burgenland officers of the Occupy- 
ing Power set a premium on the heads of poor and hounded 
people who seek refuge in Austria for political reasons, and 
that these officers even force money upon Austrian public 
safety personnel for catching these wretched human beings.’’ 
(Loud protests from the Govemment benches and from the 
League of Independents. ) 

After the statement by Minister Helmer, Deputy Gschnit- 
zer of the Austrian People’s Party took the floor and said: 
‘‘Our most important duty is to safeguard the unity of this 
land of ours. We have fulfilled this duty since 1945, and the 
fact that the Austrian Government has stood firm at its post 
for so long will surely not go unrecognized when the story of 
the defense of the West is written.’’ 


At the end of November, the Soviet Information Office in 
Vienna reported that the Chief of the Intemal Affairs Depart- 
ment of the Soviet High Commissioner’s Office in Austria had 
been authorized to forward the following communication to the 
Austrian Minister of the Interior: 

**Your letter of November 18 referring to a conference bet- 
ween the police director of Wiener Neustadt and an officer of 
the Soviet Headquarters in that city, as well as your speech 
in Parliament on November 20, are to be regarded as nothing 
more than malicious aspersions, the sole purpose of which 
was to mislead the Austrian public in connection with the 
forthcoming Parliamentary elections. The announcement made 
by the Soviet Information Service on November 18, a copy of 
which I am enclosing, proves that your letter is without any 
foundation.’’ 


At the end of November, the Austrian Minister of the In- 
terior replied to the Director of the Internal Affairs Depart- 
ment of the Soviet High Commissioner’s Office as follows: 
‘‘In my letter of November 18, 1952, to General Sviridov and 
in my speech in Parliament on November 20, 1952, I gave a 
comprehensive account of the actual incidents which occurred 
and I assume full responsibility for the report. It is therefore 
superfluous to prove once more that the allegation according 
to which I had engaged in malicious aspersions in order to 
mislead the Austrian people is an unfounded and insulting 
assumption which I reject. I cannot help but express regre 
that the usual form in which correspondence between states 
is customarily conducted was dispensed with in this case.’’ 
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Minister Gruber in New York 
(Cont'd from page 1) 

Dr. Karl Gruber, who has held the post of Foreign Minis- 
ter since 1945, has made two previous trips to this country -- 
in the fall of 1946 and in the fall of 1950. During his first 
visit, he went to Boston, Chicago and the West Coast; during 
his second, he gave a series of lectures in New York, Buffa- 
lo, New Orleans, St. Louis and Cincinnati. 

Foreign Minister Gruber was born in Innsbruck, Tyrol, on 
May 3, 1909. After completing his law studies in Vienna, he 
worked in the Postal Administration in the Austrian capital. 
In 1938 he had to leave the Austrian civil service as a result 
of his active opposition to National Socialism. 


An Active Resistance Leader During World War Il 


When the pressure in Vienna became too great, Dr. Gruber 
left for Berlin where he was secretely engaged in organizing 
the Austrians who had made their way to the city either vo- 
luntarily or as exiles, and he succeeded in establishing con- 
tact with his compatriots in Austria. He then organized one 
of the first resistance groups in the Tyrol under the code name 
‘*Blumengarten’’ (Flower Garden). This group soon extended 
its activities throughout Austria, while Dr. Gruber took on the 
dangerous job of liaison with Switzerland. He also blue-print- 
ed military surprise attacks on Gestapo Headquarters in the 
Tyrol, and, under the assumed name of Brandt, he took an en- 
tire German military staff prisoner and occupied the provin- 
cial radio station. He formed the Executive Committee of the 
Resistance Movement, became its chairman and took over the 
localadministration of 150 towns in the province.In the course 
of these activities, explosive charges were removed from all 
bridges and the 10-kilometer-long Arlberg Tunnel was blocked. 
This was an important action, since the Arlberg Tunnel is one 
of the major East-West lines of communication in Europe. 

At the end of the war, he became Governor of the Tyrol 
and took a leading part in the reorganization of the province’s 
administration. 

In 1946, Dr. Karl Gruber was appointed Associate Pro- 
fessor of Law and Political Science of the University of Vien- 
na. He lectured on the ‘‘Principles of Full Employment’’ and 
published a number of works, the two major ones of which are 
his ‘‘Policy of the Middle Road’’ and ‘‘Principles of Full Em- 
ployment.’’ 

When Dr. Gruber was appointed Minister of Foreign Affairs 
in the first Fig] Government in December 1945, he was con- 
fronted with a series of very difficult tasks, among them the 
question of the South Tyrol. He concluded an agreement with 
Italy on this thorny issue on September 5, 1946. 

Ever since his appointment as Foreign Minister Dr.Gruber 
has persistently dedicated his efforts and energies tothe con- 
clusion of an Austrian Treaty in order to end the Four-Power 
occupation of Austria. Although Austria has never been ad- 
mitted officially to participate in the Treaty negotiations, the 
elimination of the most serious difficulties existing between 
the East and West with regard to the Austrian Treaty is cer- 
tainly due to a large extent to Dr. Gruber’s personal efforts 
up to the time the conclusion of the Treaty was blocked by 


issues extraneous to the problem of the Treaty itself. 

As an outstanding figure on the domestic political scene 
of Austria, Dr.Karl Gruber--a member of the Austrian People’s 
Party --is a vigorous opponent of Communism. 


MINISTER OF COMMERCE BOECK-GREISSAU SAYS AUS- 
TRIA HAS ACTIVE BALANCE OF 17 MILLION DOLLARS 
WITH EUROPEAN PAYMENTS UNION. At a meeting of the 
‘“‘Wirtschaftsbund’’ (an economic association affiliated with 
the Austrian People’s Party - Ed.) in Vienna, Austrian Min- 
ister of Trade Boeck-Greissau recently announced that Aus- 
tria has an active balance of $17,000,000 with the European 
Payments Union, according to the EPU’s statement of account 
for 1952. 

Discussing the Austrian Government’s policy of econo- 
mic stabilization, Dr. Boeck-Greissau said: ‘‘Savings depo- 
sits and the foreign-exchange reserves of the National Bank 
continue to increase. The black-market rate of the schilling 
in Zurich is only 8.5% higher than the official rate. What we 
need is a simplification of our tax structure, in view of the 
fact that there are 44 different taxes in effect today.’’ 


MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS WALDBRUNNER SAYS 
POWER PRODUCTION HAS DOUBLED SINCE 1948, At the 
formal opening of the thermo-electric power station of St. 
Andrae in the Lavanttal, which has a capacity of 67,500 
KW and is one of the four largest plants of its kind in Aus- 
tria, Minister of Communications Karl Waldbrunner said that 
‘power production in Austria has been doubled since 1948 
and by the end of 1952 will reach eight billion kilowatt- 
hours.’’ He added that even today Austria can already give 
serious thought to the possibility of exporting electric power. 

The Minister further revealed that during the past five 
years more than five billion schillings had been invested in 
the electric power industry. In 1947 there had been no less 
than 23 failures of the national network because of over- 
loading. Today, domestic electric power requirements were 
almost fully covered and the load distribution has been so 
improved that practically no more consumer restrictions need 
be imposed during the winter months. 


PARLIAMENT DEMANDS RUSSIA PAY FULL COMPENSA- 
TION FOR ZISTERDORF OJL. On November 12, 1952, the 
‘*Nationalrat’’ passed a joint resolution demanding that Rus- 
sia pay full compensation for the oil she has taken out of 
the Zisterdorf fields since 1945. The bipartisan motion was 
introduced by Socialist Deputy Weikhart on behalf of the 
People’s Party and the Socialist Party. It was adopted by 
the deputies of both coalition parties as well as by the 
League of Independents. 

The resolution calls upon the Austrian Minister of Finance 
to enter into negotiations with the Soviet occupation authori- 
ties in order to obtain that Russia pay full compensation to 
the Republic of Austria for all the petroleum removed from 
the Zisterdorf oil fields in Lower Austria since 1945, and 
that the Soviet Occupying Power meet all its obligations 
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with regard to taxes and customs duties payable by the en- 
terprises now operated by it, as required by Austrian law. 
The resolution specifies that such taxes and duties be paid 
not only on exports effected heretofore, but on all future ex- 
ports as well. 

The resolution further calls upon the Minister of Finance 
to initiate talks with the British, French and Russian occupy- 
ing powers with a view to their releasing Austria from the 
payment of occupation costs. As soon as agreement shall 
have been reached on these points, the resolution states, the 
Minister of Finance should immediately submit to Parliament 
a general tax reduction program to benefit taxpayers in the 
low and middle income brackets. 


DR. GRUBER SAYS EXPROPRIATION OF AUSTRIAN 
PROPERTY ABROAD CONTRARY TO INTERNATIONAL 
LAW. Austrian Foreign Minister Gruber recently reported on 
the outcome of the negotiations held in Gleichenberg, Styria, 
on the question of Austrian property in Yugoslavia. An Aus- 
trian and a Yugoslav delegation met in that city in September 

With regard to the legal circumstances surrounding this 
question, Dr. Gruber said: ‘‘Basically, all measures taken 
against Austrian property abroad in the guise of requisition- 
ing so-called ‘German assets’ are contrary to intemational 
law. During the National-Socialist occupation, Austria had 
neither freedom of action nor responsibility for the war being 
waged by the German Wehmacht. To be sure, one cannot 
prevent Yugoslavia from expropriating Austrian property, too, 
under its nationalization laws. But according to the general 
principles of intemational law, this can only be done with 
appropriate compensation.’’ 

Dr. Gruber then went on to say that the ‘‘ Austrian Fede- 
ral Government also maintained this position during the ne- 
gotiations in question. During the talks that were held in 
Brioni, the Yugoslav Government indicated that, in order to 
reach an agreement on the question of local border traffic 
and in a spirit of friendship and good will, it was prepared to 
permit certain Austrians who hold dual ownership to property 
on both sides of the Yugoslav border to exercise their prop- 
erty rights. As a result, an agreement has been drawn up 
and initialed at Gleichenberg regarding dual Austrian prop- 
erties in the Yugoslav border region, pursuant to which a 
majority of Austrians owning such property will receive com- 
pensation in kind for their real estate holdings in that border 
area.’’ 

The Foreign Minister concluded by saying that ‘‘the rules 
of intemational law have often been grossly violated during 
the past few years. Had intemational law always been ob- 
served, we would not have witnessed the rise to power of 
doctrines oblivious to international law, and the Austrian 
state would never have had to engage in difficult and weary 
negotiations in order to restore orderly legal processes.’’ 


E.R.P.GRANTS TO AUSTRIA TOTAL $909,100,000. A recent 
report of the Central ERP Agency of the Austrian Federal 
Chancellery on ERP aid for the 2nd quarter of 1952 states 
that Austria received $909,100,000 between April 1948 when 
the program started and June 30, 1952. $631,700,000 were in 
direct, $227,000,000 in indirect aid. 


PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE ON PROVISIONAL BUDGET, 
UNEMPLOYMENT AND PENSION INSURANCE. At its meet- 
ing of November 12 the Austrian ‘‘Nationalrat’’ (lower house 
of Parliament) took up debate on three most important ques- 
tions, namely, the provisional budget,the increasingly serious 
unemployment situation and the matter of pension funds. 

Cn the problem of the provisional budget, the spokesman 
of the People’s Party declared that since the new Minister of 
Finance assumed office he had been able to stabilize prices 
and wages. He said that the Austrian people had regained 
confidence in their currency, as evidenced by the upward 
trend in savings deposits which had increased by several 
hundred million schillings. Full employment could be main- 
tained only if a sound and balanced budget were adopted and 
strictly adhered to, he said. 

The Socialist spokesman stated that the lack of agreement 
among the members of the Government on individual items in 
the 1953 budget was the chief factor responsible for the pro- 
visional budget now under discussion. One of the major items 
in the draft budget was the matter of investments, and the 
disagreement here centers around the extent to which the 
State should underwrite such investments. The Socialists feel 
he said, that the State should be more concemed about the 
question of full employment in its request for appropriations. 


Unemployment up 80% Since Last Year 


The Socialist deputy went on to say that this year’s un- 
employment figures represented an alarm signal. In 1951, 
the average monthly unemployment figure was 76,111; in 1952, 
it had jumped to 119,979. In October 1951, the number of 
unemployed totalled 70,725; in October of this year, it had 
reached 127,442, or 56,717 (80%) more persons out of work 
than at the same time last year. In the building trades, the 
number of unemployed construction workers in October 31, 
1951, was 4,448; this year their number had risen to 16,889, 
representing an increase of 12,400. In the wood industry, too, 
there has been an unemployment increase of 340%, as com- 
pared to the previous year. Unfortunately, this upward trend 
in unemployment is also reflected in the textile and metal 
industries. 


Austria’s Pension Funds 


The People’s Party spokesman then took over the floor 
to discuss the financial position of the various pension funds. 
He said that the general disability and old-age pension fund 
now had a reserve of 673,000,000 schillings; the employee 
insurance fund a reserve of 404,000,000; the mine workers’ 
insurance fund 113,000,000; and the railroad workers’ in- 
surance fund 65,000,000. The People’s Party favors the full 
payment of pensions, but feels that the reserve funds should 
not be increased in 1953. For those who receive a pension, 
the deputy added, the important thing is not the amount of 
schillings they draw, but what they can buy for these schil- 
lings. He concluded by saying that since pension payments 
in 1953 would amount to approximately 300,000,000 schillings 
and contributions by the Federal Govemment to 722,000,000 
schillings, the pension funds would easily be able to cover 


their deficit, meet their payment obligations in full and still 
accumulate reserves. 
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MINISTER OF FINANCE SAYS 260,000 AUSTRIAN WORKERS 
ARE ENGAGED IN PRODUCTION FOR EXPORT. In a recent 


nation-wide radio broadcast, Austria’s Minister of Finance, Dr. 


Reinhard Kamitz, said that one of the positive results of the 
government’s stabilization policy has been the fact that 
‘‘capital which had fled abroad is now beginning to stream 
back.’’ 

He asserted that the Socialists were favoring a budget 
which would have a deficit of 800,000,000 schillings and 
were proposing that this deficit be covered by increased tax- 
ation or the issuance of treasury certificates. Both of these 
measures, the Minister said, were impracticable, because the 
first would lead to production cut-backs and the second to 
inflation. A shift of investment activity from industry to the 
state in a country so dependent upon exports as Austria could 
result in the loss of the ability to compete successfully on 
the world market, and consequently, in a drop in employment 
opportunities. It should never be forgotten, Dr. Kamitz em- 
phasized, that 260,000 Austrian workers were engaged in the 
production of export products, either directly or indirectly. 

The Minister of Finance concluded by saying that the 
funds to be appropriated in 1953 for the adjustment of pen- 
sions and the indemnification of political persecutees were 
being set aside. 


FEDERAL CHAMBER OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY ASKS 
LABOR TO DROP WAGE DEMANDS; TRADE UNION FEDE.- 
RATION REPLIES. The Federal Chamber of Trade and In- 
dustry recently appealed to the Austrian Federation of Labor 
to withdraw its present wage demands. 

The appeal emphasized that the country’s economy could 
be stabilizedonly ifpresent wage levels remained unchanged. 
In fact, the constant drop in prices was equivalent to an in- 
crease in actual wages, and thanks to this trend it had been 
possible to maintain living costs at the same level. Even 
comparatively minor wage increases in but a few industries 
could release a general wave of widespread wage demands 
which would jeopardize the stabilization of the economy. 

Wage demands are now pending in the iron and metal in- 
dustries, and in the wood-processing industry of Carinthia, 
as well as in the glass-grinding, petroleum, film, meat and 
confectionary industries. Other fields where wage demands 
have been made involve construction workers, carpenters and 
tin-smiths. Industrial white-collar workers have demanded 
that salaries be adjusted in a number of cases where certain 
job classifications are unfairly remunerated. 

In his letter of reply the President of the Federation of 
Labor said that the latter could not be expected to default 
on its original mission, which is to look after the interests 
of labor. 

The Federation, he said, had for years made every effort 
to contribute to the stability of the national economy and it 
was thanks to the understanding and cooperation of labor that 
the inflationary tendencies of the last few years could be 
check ed. 

Unfortunately, management had periodically failed to live 
up to its obligations. A recent case in point was the increase 
in the price of paper — an action not exactly calculated to 


convince labor of industry’s serious desire to stabilize the 
economy. 

The Federation could not withdraw the wage demands of 
its individual professional groups. On the contrary, it would 
have to press for these demands to be considered in some 
Suitable manner. But the Federation would continue to avoid 
large-scale wage demands, as long as it had reason to feel 
that management was also making sacrifices on behalf of 
economic stabilization. 


PEOPLE'S PARTY CHAIRMAN RAAB OUTLINES FOUR- 
POINT ECONOMIC PROGRAM. On the occasion of a recent 
visit to the industrial area of Leoben in Upper Styria, Julius 
Raab, the National Chairman of the Austrian People’s Party, 
outlines as follows the position of his party on the economic 
measures up for debate in Parliament: 

‘‘The Austrian People’s Party favors: 

“‘1,. A simplification of the tax structure, designed on 
the one hand, to benefit small businesses which cannot afford 
to employ tax consultants, and, on the other, to favor admin- 
istrative reforms at the various internal revenue offices. 

“‘2. A decrease in the rate of interest charged by the 
banks of issue and elimination of credit restrictions at the 
proper time. 

‘*3. The introduction of rational production methods in 
small and medium-sized enterprises, which are the economic 
pillars of the state. The circle of these independent produ- 
cers is subject to a shrinking process, a fact which the So- 
cialists contemplate not without displeasure. Should these 
taxpayers be lost, the state would soon be unable to finance 
its administrative apparatus. 

**4. Old-age insurance: A stable currency must make it 
possible even for the independent entrepeneur to provide for 
his old age without outside help. ’’ 


UNDERSECRETARY GRAF AND FEDERAL COUNCILLOR 
ECKERT ATTEND CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY CON- 
GRESS IN ROME. Ferdinand Graf, Undersecretary of State 
in the Ministry of the Interior, and Federal Councillor Fritz 
Eckert, a member of the Austrian Upper House and General 
Secretary of the ‘‘Oesterreichischer Wirtschaftsbund’’, are 
attending the congress of the Italian Christian Democratic 
Party (“‘Democrazia Christiana’’) in Rome, as representa- 
tives of the Austrian Feople’s Party. While in the Italian 
capital, they will consult with the leaders of the Christian 
Democrats whose political philosophy is akin to that of their 
own party. 


MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR OSKAR HELMER CELE- 
BRATES 65TH BIRTHDAY. In November of this year Aus- 
trian Minister of the Interior Oskar Helmer celebrated his 
65th birthday. A number of prominent officials of his Minis- 
try, including Undersecretary of State Graf and Vienna Police 
Commissioner Holaubek, called on the Minister to congragu- 
late him. 

For the past fifty years, Oskar Helmer has been a member 
of the Austrian Socialist Party, on whose ticket he was elec- 
ted to Parliament after 1919 and later appointed to important 
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positions in the provincial administration of Lower Austria. 
He spent thirteen years in the provincial government where 
he acquired a wealth of executive and administrative expe- 
rience. In 1945 he aided Chancellor Figl in establishing law 
and order in Lower Austria, as a result of which he was ap- 
pointed Minister of the Interior, a post which he has held to 
this day. 


WORLD BANK REPRESENTATIVE VISITS VIENNA. During 
a recent visit to Vienna, Mr. A.S.G. Hoar, director of the 
European and African Division of the World Bank, said that 
he had come to Austria for “‘preliminary talks,’’ adding that 
these had now become feasible in view of the fact that ‘‘the 
World Bank was entering upon a new phase of activity as 
E.R.P. aid was coming to a close.’’ In the talks Mr. Hoar 
had in Vienna with Minister of Finance Reinhard Kamitz, 
Austrian ERP Agency director Taucher and important offi- 
cials of the National Bank, the problem of loan grants, es- 
pecially for the expansion of power production, was discus- 
sed in broad outline. Detailed negotiations will be taken up 
at some later date. 

While in Vienna, Mr. Hoar also saw Chancellor Fig], Fo- 


reign Minister Gruber and Minister of Communications Wald- 
brunner. 


INTERNATIONAL WATER-POWER CONFERENCE MEETS 
IN INNSBRUCK. A conference of representatives from Aus- 
tria, Germany, Italy, France and Switzerland is being held in 
Innsbruck, Tyrol, to discuss the further expansion of Euro- 
pean hydro-electric power facilities, especially in the Tyrol, 
on an international basis. Plans are also being made for the 
establishment of an International Water-Power Survey Coun- 
cil, one of whose functions will be to finance existing sur- 
vey organizations, notably the one now studying hydro-elec- 
tric resources in the Eastem Tyrol. This council is also 
expected to draw up plans for the development of water-power 
resources of the Upper Inn and for the erection ‘of power sta- 
tions in the Western Tyrol (Oetztal). 


CONFERENCE ON AUSTRIA’S PREWAR DEBT HELD IN 
ROME. Dr. W. Teuffenstein, Counsellor of the Austrian Min- 
istry of Finance, represented Austria at the conference held 
in Rome at the end of November to discuss Austria’s prewar 
debts. He was accompanied by Dr. Rizzi, the former presi- 
dent of the Austrian National Bank who, in the course of his 
previous service, handled many of the loans contracted by 
Austria before the war. Austria’s leading creditor nations 
are Great Britain, the United States, France, Switzerland 
and Italy. 


AUSTRIA’S BANKS SAVED COUNTRY FROM CHAOS AND 
COMMUNIST INTRIGUE BY RECONSTRUCTION CREDITS. 
In a recent report the Viennese independent paper, ‘‘Die 
Presse,’’ gave an account of the interview granted by J. 
Joham, director general of the Creditanstalt, on the financ- 
ing of major reconstruction projects in Austria. The inter- 
view was given during Director Joham’s recent visit to 
Switzerland. The noted Austrian banking specialist is re- 
ported to have made the following statement: ‘‘In order to set 
the wheels of the economy into motion again, and enable the 


country to emerge from chaos and maintain full employment 
as a safeguard against Communist intrigues, Austria’s com- 
mercial banks financed the country’s economic reconstruc- 
tion by credit grants. This was accomplished without out- 
side aid. No other possibility existed at the time.’’ 

‘‘Austria’s commercial banks were reproached,’’ he con- 
tinued, ‘‘for granting more credit than was compatible with a 
wise credit policy, and for thus furthering inflation. The ex- 
planation for this criticism may be derived from the fact that 
the Marshall Plan did not get started until 1948. The post- 
war losses incurred by Austria’s economy are estimated at 
more than two billion dollars, and Marshall Plan aid has 
covered only about half of this amount. When the Marshall 
Plan sot under way, the banks were compelled to expand 
their volume of credit still further, for before the industrial 
equipment purchased with Marshall Plan funds could be in- 
stalled, new plants had to be built, raw materials bought and 
wages paid. Austria doesnot have any capital market through 
which loans could be financed.”’ 


AUSTRIA COULD COVER ALL HER COAL NEEDS WITH 
OIL RESOURCES NOW BEING DEPLETED BY RUSSIANS. 
On November 15, 1932, twenty years ago almost to the day, 
Austrian prospectors struck oil for the first time in the wheat 
fields of Zistersdorf in Lower Austria. The discovery was 
made by two Austrian petroleum engineers, Musil and Friedel. 
Since then, Austria had become — after Rumania — the lead- 
ing oil producer of Europe. 

As can be seen from the chart here reproduced, Nazi-Ger- 
many proceeded to exploit Austria’s petroleum resources 
ruthlessly after her occupation of the country in March 1938. 
This unscrupulous exploitation of the underground oil fields, 
by indiscriminate well sinkings with no concern for long-range 
productivity was geared solely to the insatiable demands of 
the Nazi war machine. 


Million 
Tons 
n 


b) 


3,3 
Million t 








PETROLEUM PRODUCTION IN AUSTRIA, 


a 1932-1952 
3,2 
Million t 
{% Highest outpul] 
for total — dennniiteites 
wanes” Soviet Petrole Level of —_ - 
¢ Administration output achiev 
4 parang Ps “ 
e over “ iit 
4 . 


Highest Austrianl 
Output 57,000 t 


Shae 25K 





After World War II, in spite of the widespread dismant- 
lings carried out by the Russian Occupying Power, Austrian 
oil workers worked hard to erect new installations from the 
twisted masses of steel and machinery. To help the coun- 
try’s economy back on its feet, 30,000 tons of crude oil were 
shipped to Czechoslovakia in return for sugar, coal and coke, 
which were then sorely needed. But in the summer of 1946, 
Soviet General Kurassov issued Decree No. 17 which de- 
prived Austria of the Zistersdorf oil fields as well as of seve- 
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ral hundred industrial plants, with the motivation that these 
properties were allegedly ‘‘German assets.’’ The Russian 
Petroleum Administration, which pays no taxes to Austria, 
increased the number of oil-well derricks to such an extent 
that today these can almost be seen with the naked eye from 
‘Vienna’s suburbs. Current output has been estimated at 
3,000,000 tons. The Russians have extended their network 
of wells over the entire Marchfeld and Weinviertel areas, and 
have made test drillings in the Vienna Basin and in the Bur- 
genland. Today, Zistersdorf is but one of several centers of 
oil production, with others at Matzen, Pottes and Aderklaa, 
all likewise in'Lower Austria. 

The official ‘‘Wiener Zeitung’’ recently commented as 
follows on the 20th anniversary of the discovery of oil in 
Austria: ‘‘Ninety-five per cent of the Austrian people (i.e., 
all Austrians except the 5% who voted Communist in the last 
general elections - Ed.) are longing for the day when the 
prophecy made twenty years ago will be realized, namely, 


that with Zistersdorf we could be able to cover all our coal 
needs.’’ 





CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


CONFERENCE OF AUSTRIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS CALLS 
FOR INTENSIFICATION OF CATHOLIC ACTION AND 
SETTLEMENT PROGRAMS. On November 12 and 13 Aus- 


tria’s Catholic bishops met in conference in Vienna and de- 
cided to expand the Catholic Action and Catholic settlement 
programs of the Church. 

The conference dealt primarily with the establishment of 
a settlement agency to integrate and promote the efforts of 
the Church in the field of settlement work. A refugee council 
attached to the agency will be entrusted with the handling of 
refugee problems. Measures were also discussed to avert 
the threat of unemployment among young people just out of 
school. This problem will be a major one in the next few 
years and the bishops agreed that such measures should be 
carried out in cooperation with all responsible public agen- 
cies. Also on the agenda was the broadening of the Catholic 
Action program and of Catholic family welfare work. The 
bishops were of the opinion that any progress toward the ful- 
ler realization of Catholic tenets in connection with marriage 
and the family are of primordial importance to the Church. 


CARDINAL INNITZER SAYS ‘‘CARITAS'’ PROMOTES 
INTERNATIONAL GOOD WILL. Cardinal Theodor Innitzer, 
Archbishop of Vienna, broadcast a nation-wide radio address 
in November on the occasion of Austrian Caritas Week, in 
which he said: ‘‘Caritas (Catholic Welfare organization in 
Austria - Ed) has the mission to awaken in all segments of 
the population and between the peoples of the world a mutual 
understanding and the conscious awareness that they are all 
dependent upon one another.’’ 

‘In the course of his address the Cardinal mentioned a 
few figures to illustrate the work that was being done by 
this charitable organization. It was possible to send 23,500 
children on vacation abroad. At home the number of children 


who were sent to vacation centers totalled 75,000, including 
many at reduced or no cost. American Catholics contributed 
$7,000,000 in funds and supplies which the Caritas organi- 
zation distributed throughout Austria. In 1951 alone, the 
Cardinal said, no less than 1,700,000 kgs. of food had been 
collected throughout the country. Caritas was supporting 
half of all kindergartens in Austria and 124 nurseries. It 
was operating 202 children’s homes and boarding schools, 
as well as numerous hospitals, old-age homes, the Railroad 
Station Mission (a sort of travellers’ aid society - Ed.), re- 
fugee centers, etc. 


STUDENTS PROTEST AS PROFESSORS DEMAND IN- 

CREASE IN LECTURE FEES. In September, the Austrian 

Minister of Education notified the University Students Asso- 
ciation that registration fees would be increased three-fold 

and examination fees three and a half to four times. The 
announcement was greeted by a number of demonstrations in 

which college and university students protested against the 

increase on the grounds that the money went to the adminis- 
trative authorities and did not benefit the professors them- 

selves. Demands that lecture fees be raised were also op- 
posed by the Association, although the student organization 
favored a revaluation of the salaries paid to professors and 
called for larger federal contributions for art and science in 
general. The Association also organized a registration boy- 
cott, as a result of which only 30 out of 20,000 university 
students registered in September. However, on October 19, 

1952, school work began in an orderly fashion at all of Aus- 
tria’s universities. 

At a plenary meeting of the University Professors As- 
sociation on November 12, it was announced that the Minis- 
ter of Finance had assured the university professors that 
they would receive a special bonus for the current winter 
semester and that lecture fees would be increased threefold 
for the summer semester. In order to guarantee such an in- 
crease the state will have to contribute some 300,000 schil- 
lings in additional subsidies — or one 70,000th of the fede- 
ral budget. The meeting was told that as far as remuneration 
was concerned Austria’s professors had fallen behind their 
colleagues in other countries and even behind the country’s 
civil servants. In fact, their extra fees had remained sta- 
tionary at the 1925 level. The members of the Association 
also demanded that associate and assistant professors like- 
wise be granted higher pay. 

It is reported that there has been a 10% drop in registra- 
tion at:Austria’s thirteen universities and institutes of higher 
leaming for the 1951-52 academic year. 

In ‘Vienna, 7,885 students have registered for the current 
winter semester, 2,390 of them women. The respective fig- 
ures for the summer semester were 7,052 and 2,117. In 1952 
the proportion of foreign students was 12%, as compared to 
10% in 1951. The University of Innsbruck had the highest 
percentage of foreign students; 35% in the winter semester 
and 44% in the summer semester. Of all college students in 
Austria, 57% attended universities and 43% other institutes 
of higher learning. Twenty-two per cent studied philosophy, 
21% technology, 21% law and political science, 14% medi- 
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cine, 7% art, 3% theology, and the balance other subjects. 
Whereas the faculties of theology at the various institutes 
showed an increase of 14%, as compared to the 1947-48 re- 
gistration, those of law and political science reflected a 
drop of 34% and those of philosophy one of 44%. 


WORLD PREMIERE OF ‘‘l APRIL 2000’ ACCLAIMED IN 
VIENNA. Cn November 20 the festive world premiere of the 
Austrian film, ‘‘1 April 2000,’’ was held at the Apollo Motion 
Picture Theatre in Vienna. Many dignitaries who had re- 
ceived personal invitations to attend were present as the 
film was greeted with enthusiastic acclaim by the disting- 
uished audience. 

Among those who came to the opening were Dr. Theodor 
Koerner, the President of Austria; the members of the Aus- 
trian Government; the Allied High Commissioners and repre- 
sentatives of the diplomatic corps; Mayor Jonas of Vienna 
and the members of the City Senate; Cardinal Innitzer, the 
Archbishop of Vienna, and a number of high clergymen; and 
many other prominent figures from the fields of art, science, 
education and industry. 


FILM PRODUCTION IN AUSTRIA LESS EXPENSIVE THAN 
IN U.S. During a recent visit to Vienna, Hollywood motion- 
picture production director Henry Henigson said that film 
production in Austria was considerably cheaper than in the 
United States. Mr. Henigson, who has had a hand in the pro- 
duction of ‘‘Quo Vadis’’ and Metro’s ‘‘The Devil Makes 
Three,’’ came to Austria in search of film material. 


TWO AUSTRIAN FILMS SHOWN AT INTERNATIONAL ART 
FILM FESTIVAL IN NEW YORK. Two Austrian films were 
shown at the Second International Art Film Festival cf Ame- 
rica, which was held at the Hunter College Auditorium in 
New York from November 28 to 30. The first one was ‘‘Al- 
brecht Duerer, die grosse Hol zschnittpassion’’ (The Passion 
from Twelve of Duerer’s Woodcuts, 1510), produced by Rondo- 
Film-Steigerwald of Vienna and directed by Alfons B. Sum- 
mer. ‘The other was a film of children’s drawings entitled, 
‘‘Wir zeichnen und malen’’ (We Draw and Paint), produced by 
MEC and directed by Georg Tressler. 

The Festival featured forty-fuur films produced in 14 
countries; these were selected from over 200 entries from 
28 states. 


VIENNA PHILHARMONIC CONCLUDES HIGHLY SUCCESS- 
FUL LONDON CONCERT SERIES. At the end of November, 
the Vienna Philharmonic concluded a highly successful se- 
ries of concerts in London. At the last concert, which 
closed with the Radetzky March (written by Johann Strauss 
in honor of the Austrian Field Marshal), Clemens Krauss and 
the orchestra stood upto acknowledge the prolonged applause 
from the cheering audience. Music critics showered high 
praise on the performances, especially on the Beethoven 
concert and on Clemens Krauss’ unequalled interpretation of 
the Richard Strauss works on the program. After its London 
appearance, the Philharmonic left for Manchester. 


“‘NEW’’ MOZART OPERA TO BE PERFORMED IN VIENNA. 
It was recently announced that on January 9, 1953, the Aus- 
trian premiere of a ‘‘new’’ Mozart opera, entitled ‘‘Don 
Pedro’s Return,’’ will be given at the Akademietheater in 
Vienna. 

The story of ‘*‘Don Pedro’s Retum’’ deals with the de- 
cision of the libertine Don Juan, now advanced in years, to 
marry an 18-year-old girl. Most of the music was taken from 
the little-known Mozart operas ‘*Die Gans von Kairo’”’ and 
‘*‘Der gefoppte Braeutigam.’”’ 

The opera had its world premiere in Switzerland, where 
it was widely acclaimed. The Viennese production will be 
staged by a new group of the ‘‘Wiener Kammeroper’’ (Vienna 
Chamber Opera), which plans to use talented young artists 
just out of school who have not yet been offered a profes- 
sional engagement. 


“JUBILEE SINGERS"’ PERFORM IN VIENNA. At the end 
of November, the Jubilee Singers of Fisk University gave a 
concert in Vienna’s ‘‘Mozartsaal,’’ which was enthusiastic- 
ally received by the Viennese public. The quartet consisted 
of Messrs. R.P. Bradford, St. Hatchett, G. Goodman and D. 
Andrews, who were accompanied by Mr. M. Kennedy. Inclu- 
ded on the program were a number of spirituals, as well as 
diversified works by Purcell, Verdi and Richard Strauss. 
The five artists are continuing the 80-year-old tradition of 
Fisk University, which was established in Nashville, Tenn., 
in 1866 to promote the cultural education of Negroes. 


AUSTRIAN HIMALAYA FOUNDATION ESTABLISHED. 
At the end of November, the Austrian Association of Alpine 
Clubs established an ‘‘Austrian Himalaya Foundation,’’ the 
goal of which is to collect funds for an Austrian expedition 
to the Himalayas. Chairman of the foundation is the well- 
known Austrian mountain-climber, Dr. Rudolf Jonas. 

The seventh German Himalaya Expedition, which is plan- 
ning to scale the Nanga Parbat peak in the spring of 1953,is 
being led by Peter Aschenbrenner, a native Austrian. There 
are two other Austrian mountaineers in the group, which will 
prepare a color film of the expedition. 


STUDENT EXCURSION AGENCY TO ORGANIZE 10 SKI 
CAMPS IN AUSTRIA THIS WINTER. The ‘‘Buero fuer Stu- 
dentenwanderungen’’ (Agency for Student Excursions), located 
at Schreyvogelgasse 3 in Vienna, recently issued a booklet 
entitled ‘‘Holidays in Austria, Winter-Spring 1952-53’’, which 
is being sent to all student organizations abroad. 

The brochure contains detailed information on 10 ski 
camps and 2 high-Alpine skiing excursions to be organized 
by the agency between December 21, 1952, and April 24, 1953. 
Fornext spring the agency is planning a ‘‘Spring Tour through 
Austria,’’ a ‘‘Tour of Austrian Cities,’’ and a ‘‘Trip from 
Vienna to Venice.’’ 
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AUSTRIAN TRADE 
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Published by the Austrian Trade Delegate 
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IN PRAISE OF TYROLEAN HATS 

The following is an excerpt from a statement made by the 
chief of an American firm after the arrival of several ship- 
ments of genuine Tyrolean hats: ‘‘... The Tyrolean hat is so 
sturdy, so comfortable, so jaunty and becoming that its popu- 
larity has spread throughout the Continent to the British Isles 
and to the Scandinavian countries where the very same origi- 
nal style has been worn unchanged for generations. Naturally, 
its reputation has become intemational. Now, in America, 
well-dressed men are insisting upon its inimitable distinction 
and style for every occasion but the formal one. For all their 
rugged durability, ... Tyrolean Hats, made of the finest fur 
felt and velour, are rich in texture and distinguished in ap- 
pearance. They rarely need re-blocking and never lose their 
original shape and fine appearance even when worn for years 
in rain or sleet or snow. With atypical hirschbart (brush) or 
hunting ornament they are a perfect match for sturdy tweeds 
and good leather for sports and country wear. With conven- 
tional street clothes they may be worn, if you prefer, with a 
feather or no decoration whatever. ... Tyrolean hats come in 
color-fast shades of brown, blue and green with rich harmon- 
izing corded hatbands. They are available with or without 
the authentic brush (made from the stag’s beard) held by a 
non-tarnishible metal holder.’’ The name and address of the 
importer will be communicated upon request by the Office of 
the Austrian Trade Delegate, 31’East 69th Street, New York 
City. (No. 1348) 


TRAVELERS TO AUSTRIA. The Office of the Austrian 
Trade Delegate has received a communication from Austria 
offering secretarial services in the English, German, and 
Italian languages to businessmen during their stay in Austria. 
Please address inquiries to the Austrian Trade Delegate’s 
Office. (1350) 


HANDMADE WOOD CARVINGS. Religious and other carvings 
in rare cembra pine wood are now being imported to this 
country from the Austrian Tyrol for the first time. Each 
sculpture is a piece of art, an art which has been cultivated 
in that part of the world since the beginning of the last cen- 
tury, and handed down from generation to generation. The 
founder of this artist group was Josef Theodor Moroder- 
Lusenberg who is also famous for his paintings. Otto Moroder, 
with his two sons, Albin and Klaus, and Rudolf Geisler- 
Moroder are the leaders of the art school known as Elbigen- 
alp. Very original bottle stoppers, made out of roots, are 
their latest creation. (1349) 


MAIL-ORDER ITEM FROM AUSTRIA. After a period of in- 
tensive preparation, an Austrian manufacturer, together with 
a New York importing firm, have perfected what is considered 
to be one of this year’s best mail-order items. It is ‘‘Shopet- 
ta,’’ a shopping reminder for the homemaker. Shopetta com- 
bines a handy, small format with a complete list of the shopp- 
ing items. One flick of the finger, and the housewife has mark- 
ed down the food and household items needed. Tests have re- 
vealed that Shopetta is considered by American businessmen 
as a ‘‘very desirable item’’ to have on the counter. Inquiries 
to the Office of the Austrian Trade Delegate will be forwarded 
immediately to the New York importer, who holds the franchise 
for the United States. (1347) 


AUSTRIAN FERTILIZER PRODUCTION. A report from 
Linz, Upper Austria, stated that the Oesterreichische Stick- 
stoffwerke Aktiengesellschafthas produced ammonium sulfate 
for the first time in the fiscal year 1951-52, and that the 
plant had plans for the manufacture of three fertilizers not 
previously made in Austria. Preparations for the manufacture 
of superphosphate have reached the stage of equipment pur- 
chases, and full-scale operations are expected to begin by 
the end of 1953. Annual production is expected to reach 
60,000 metric tons. Plans for the production of rhenania 
phosphate (fused phosphate rock) and potassium rhenania 
phosphate have been postponed temporarily. 


1953: AUSTRIA IN TORONTO. The Board of the Austrian 
Federal Chamber of Commerce in Vienna has decided that 
Austria will participate with a collective exhibit in the To- 
ronto (Canada) Intemational Trade Fair, which will be held 
from January 1 through 12, 1953. 


AUSTRIAN NOVELTY FELT SKIRTS. A new type of felt 
skirt is now available from Austria. The skirt is made of 
100% wool felt, and is decorated with felt cuttings in con- 
trasting or matching colors. R'oleros for each skirt are 
available either in the same color and design as the skirt, or 
in contrasting colors. The felt is crease-and-shrink-resistant, 
color-fast in water and to dry cleaning. The skirts are 
ideally suited for sporting and after-sporting purposes, es- 
pecially for after-skiing wear. Samples of these skirts may 
be inspected at the Office of the Austrian Trade Delegate, 
fifth floor 31 East 69th Street, New York 21, N.Y. (1343) 


U.S. GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS AWARDED TO AUSTRIA. 
The American Elin Corporation in New York, the U.S. branch 
of the internationally known Elin A.G., Vienna, manufactu- 
rers of heavy electrical equipment, has signed contracts with 
public utilities and United States Government departments 
calling for delivery of large power transformers. The capa- 
city of these transformers will range from 15,000 KVA to 
85,000 KVA, with an electromotive force of 115,000 volts 
and 230,000 volts, and suitable for 3-phase 60-cycle current. 
The company is also selling large quantities of welding mo- 
tor generators to the United States, Canada and Mexico. 
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A COLLECTION OF CERAMICS AND DECORATIVE AC- 
CESSORIES is being shown inthe gift department at Lord & 


Taylor’s, Fifth Avenue, New York. The buyer for the de- 
partment bought the collection in Austria last spring during 
her annual buying trip. The Anzengruber ceramics, wonderful 
old-world figurines available for the first time in this country 
since before the war, were bought as an experiment. It was 
felt that they had not been seen in this country for so long 
that their customer acceptance was doubtful. Yet, the col- 
lection has been extremely successful at Lord & Taylor’s 
and the buyer plans to purchase an even larger collection on 
her next visit to Austria in the spring. The Karl Auboeck 

















Hand Planting Tool from Austria for plants, coarce grain 
seeds, etc. (No. 1338) 











group of decorative accessories includes smoking and bar 
accessories and such incidentals as book ends, dinner bells, 
tea pots and cheese boards. The latter group, presented to 
the public in the gift shop, has been quite successful, par- 
ticularly the cheese board and the dinner bell. The smoking 
and bar accessories, shown in the Lord & Taylor’s Men’s 
Shop, have been well received by those interested in modem 
decor. Many wonderful antiques were also found in Austria, 
and the Austrian accessories are of particular interest be- 


cause they are, for the most part, either very modern or very 
old. 
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Handmade Austrian Lampshades (1346) 











AUSTRIAN LOG FRAMES AVAILABLE. Austria’s famous 
log frames and gang saws are now available for the U.S. and 
Canadian markets. According to experts, this country and 
Canada can be considered as potential markets for the Aus- 
trian machines. In some of the American states ‘‘second 
growth’’ timber is ideally suited for the log frames since cer- 
tain band mills and circular mills, which are now in use, 
seem to be uneconomical in that particular field. (1340) 


PROTECTIVE GOGGLES FROM AUSTRIA. ‘‘Contralum’’ is 
the trademark for a new kind of industrial protective goggles 
produced by the Linz Glassworks. The new goggles have 
glasses of a light green shade which alter natural colors only 
slightly, and which are said to absorb harmful rays. The 
new goggles have become very popular in Austrian industry, 
and firms in Western Germany and in the United Kingdom 
have already ordered them for use by their employees. 


AUSTRIAN SKIS STILL LEADING, Austrian ski manufactu- 
rers have increased their production and also their export 
orders. Difficulties which thus far had impaired Austrian 
ski manufacturers have been overcome, particularly the former 
scarcity of hickory wood which is now available in sufficient 
quantity to fill all orders. In addition to export requirements, 
Austrian ski manufacturers are also able to meet in full Aus- 
trian domestic requirements. Special attention has been paid 
by the Austrian manufacturers to the maintenance of Aus- 
tria’s famous ski qualities. Among the countries importing 
skis from Austria dre the United States, Australia, New Zea- 
land, and Germany. Roughly one-half of the intermational ski 
aces and medal winners at the 1952 Winter Clympics have 
been using skis made in Austria. 
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1.C.C. TO HOLD 1953 CONGRESS IN VIENNA. At a recent 
meeting in Paris the executive committee of the International 
Chamber of Commerce voted to hold the next ICC Congress in 
Vienna from May 18 to 23. The main theme provisionally 
adopted for the Congress is: ‘‘World Trade is Everybody’s 
Business.’’ 


IMPORTS OF USED GOODS INTO AUSTRIA. Following 
many inquiries, the Office of the Austrian Trade Delegate 
has obtained clarification as to the importation into Austria 
of used merchandise. According to a report from Vienna just 
received, the question of whether merchandise to be imported 
into Austria is used or unused has no bearing as far as the 
customs duties in Austria are concerned. Used merchandise 
is treated by Austrian customs as though it were new mer- 
chandise. 


AIR TRIP TO SPRING VIENNA FAIR. Sabena, Belgian Air- 
lines, has arranged for a trip to Europe which includes a 
seven days’ visit to Vienna’s famous Spring International 
Trade Fair. The special flight, sponsored by the U.S.-Aus- 
trian Chamber of Commerce.., Inc., for its members, is sche 
duled to leave New York on March 14 for Vienna, where the 
participants will arrive in time for the fair which opens on 
March 15, 1953. One week will be spent at the fair, where- 
after the group will go to Zurich by rail, and thence, also by 
train, to Paris. The return flight is scheduled to leave Paris 
on March 28, arriving back in New York on Sunday, March 29. 
The announcement states that the ‘‘round trip, everything in- 
cluded’’ will be $450.00. Further information may be ob- 
tained from the above-named Chamber, 165 West 46th Street, 
New York 36, New York. 











*‘Shopetta,”’ Mail Order Item from Austria (No. 1347)° 





AUSTRIAN LICENSES AVAILABLE. The owner of several 
domestic Austrian manufacturing and trade licenses wishes 
to sell or assign them in part or in full. They are an Aus- 
trian license for the industrial manufacture of pharmaceutical 


products; an Austrian license for the manufacture of serums, 
vaccines, and bacteriological preparations, a wholesale trad- 
ing license for pharmaceutical products, including serums, 
vaccines and bacteriological preparations; and a license for 
the import, export, and transit trade in Austria for pharma- 
ceutical preparations, including serums, vaccines, and bac- 











Picture of Austrian Wood Carving recently published by The 
New York Times (1349) 
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teriological preparations. On the basis of these licenses, 
the purchaser or part assignee can do business in Austria of 
the kind stated in the license. The businesses, the licen- 
ses for which are for sale or assignment, are at present lo- 
cated in Vienna, but may easily be transferred to any part of 
Austria. Inquiries should be addressed to the Office of the 
Austrian Trade Delegate. (1365) 
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TRADE LEADS. An Austrian firm: 

1339 - offers forest seeds, garden seeds, etc.,including Alpine 
seeds; 

1341 - seeks sales outlets or representation for painted-glass 
Christmas-tree decorations and sparklers; 

1342 - seeks sales outlets and possibly representation for 
hand-carved umbrella handles made of mother-of-pearl 
and bone. Handles are also available in famous Aus- 
trian petit point; 

1344 - offers for manufacture and distribution under license in 
the United States patents, processes and techniques 
covering top coat for motorcyclists, policemen, and 
soldiers. The skirt of the coat may be closed to fom 
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trousers by means of slide fasteners attached to the 
hem and the overlapping front edges, giving protection 
to the legs without interfering with free movement. Ex- 
cept for the two slide fasteners, there is no difference 
between the patented coat and an ordinary raincoat; 

1351 - offers cuckoo clocks and cuckoo-style clocks with 
man’s head and woman’s head coming out on the hour 
‘kissing each other’’; 

1352 - offers license to American and/or Canadian shoe ma- 
nufacturer for new kind of multi-colored beach loafers 
in fish form; 

1353 - offers lead-bronze slide bearings; is interested in con- 
tacting automobile and motor manufacturers; 

11354 - offers fully automatic wire-mesh welder: 





1355 - offers industrial safety glasses, sport glasses, and 
sun glasses made of metal and plastics; 

256 - offers tissue for carbon-paper manufacturers; 

1357 - offers bottle filling machines; 

1358 - offers sugar-cane candy machine; 

1359 - offers new apparatus for making carbonized milk 
drinks; 

1360 - offers smokers’ articles, 
holders, etc.; 

1361 - offers ski boots; 

1362 - offers kyanite (Disthen); 

1363 - offers shrink-and wrinkle-resistant linen for clothing, 
also highest-quality linen tablecloths and napkins; 


such as pipes, cigarette 


5056 - seeks representation for ball and roller bearings; 

5057 - seeks manufacturing and distributing license for U.S. 
pharmaceutical products and allied lines for Austria 
and other European countries; 

5058 - seeks core binders based on natural oils; 

5059 - seeks representation of American fur exporters; 


While every reasonable precaution is taken to include 
only firms of good repute in this listing, the usual trade 
inquiries should be made before establishing business con- 
nections. Names and addresses of the above listed inquiries 
will be communicated upon request by 


THE AUSTRIAN TRADE DELEGATE 
31 East 69th St., Sth fl., New York 21, N.Y. 
TELEPHONE: LEhigh 5-3335 
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